Christ and Kirk: Pastoral Reflections on
the Murder of Charlie Kirk

The day affer a tragic event is often one of the most important days for a Christian, and for
others who are processing and thinking through after the shock value of an event has passed. The
ruthless assassination of Charlie Kirk on September 10th at the Utah Valley University is all over the
news, and it is terribly jolting. Upon hearing about the initial news, I was immediately praying for
God’s kind hand to heal and sustain Charlie, but the Lord has permitted him to pass into glory.

Charlie Kirk was a strong, faithful believer and defender of the gospel at the age of 31. His public
speaking engagements were often grounds for him to openly proclaim the truth of Christ, the
authority of Scripture, and the objective morality and reason that is rooted in God’s nature. He
leaves behind a wife and two small children. It is normal to feel grieved, to ache, and to look up to
the Lord with thoughts and feelings of confusion or indignation.

As your pastor, I want to give some pastoral thoughts on how we can best think through this
incident and how to respond not only to our own doubts, but to our families, friends, and neighbors
in such a way that Christ would be honored. I pray that this would be helpful for you, and that you
would think critically that God would give you understanding in these difficult days (2 Timothy 2:7).

1) God’s Sovereign Rule:

There is a difference between what we believe and what we see, as Paul states clearly in 2
Corinthians 4:16-18. The Bible repeatedly reminds us that, despite appearances, God rezgns. Over and
over, the Bible reminds us that in days of political chaos, Satan’s schemes, and the hidden
wickedness of man’s hearts leaping out, that “the LORD reigns,” (Psalm 93, 96, 97, 99). Biblically,
we ate steered away from trusting/listening/seeing/thinking with our own minds (Romans 12:1-2),
eyes (2 Kings 6:18; Ephesians 1:18;), and rather to walk by a faith grounded in Scripture and not by
sight nor our normal instincts. By the Spirit’s indwelling, we have new instincts (2 Corinthians 5:17).

What man or Satan meant for evil, God mysteriously meant for good (Genesis 50:20). There are no
accidents in God’s will (Proverbs 16:33). He rules and unfolds his sovereign will every day. This
doesn’t mean that evil is good, but that God can and does wield man’s sinful hostility for his
purposes. There is no higher authority than the Lord God Almighty. As the eternal Son, Jesus Christ
created “all things” for his glory — even the invisible evils we do not see (Colossians 1:15-17). In the
book of Acts, it was often the death, the blood, and the persecution of Christ’s people that scattered
the gospel further across the ancient world and over the seas (read Acts 7 and following).

Jesus intentionally said he did not heal Lazarus, though he could have “for the glory of God, so that
the Son of God may be glorified through it,” (John 11:1-4). Who better to rule our lives than a
Christ who has suffered unjustly, was murdered lawlessly, and yet rose victoriously over death and
the grave? So, as Christians, we must ask the Lord to help our unbelief. It is the darkest evil of the
unjust, unwarranted murder of the incarnate Son that God, through the various wills of sinful men,
willed and wielded for the glory of Christ demonstrated in the salvation of sinners and in his power
over Satan, death, sin, and his enemies (Acts 4:27-28). It is safe to say that evil exists by God’s
sovereign permission to demonstrate the riches of his glorious grace. Make no mistake, dear
brothers, God may ordain what he hates to accomplish what he loves. And a suffering and rising



Christ magnifies the brightness of God’s glory in grace, love, and mercy towards sinners, as a
diamond’s beauty is beheld better against the black cloth. It was the “will of the Lord to crush
[Christ]” (Isaiah 53:10), the stone the builder’s rejected “was the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in
our eyes,” (Psalm 118:22-23; see Matthew 21:42; Mark 12:10-11). Yes, God had all authority to stop
or thwart that bullet — as he did the cross, as he did the deaths of his Apostles, as he does with
countless numbers of his sheep (Romans 8:31-39). Let us put our hand over our mouths, look with
humble hearts full of wonder, and trust in God’s good, sovereign hand.

Blind unbelief is sure to err,
And scan bis work in vain,
God is bis own interpreter,
And he will make it plain.’

2) A Dark, Fallen World:

It almost goes without saying: we live in a fallen and cursed world from Adam’s sin and God’s just
curse over the world (Genesis 3; Romans 8:20). The “god of this world” (2 Corinthians 4:1-4) is
Satan. And because of sin, all men are born spiritually of Adam and children of the devil (Ephesians
2:1-3; 1 John 3:9-10). It is not enough to simply say this event was evil and tragic, it is the Christian
worldview that understands great evils have great planning, especially against Christ’s sheep and
global purposes. Satan has been a murderer from the beginning and the father of lies (John 8:44). He
deceives the deceived, blinds the blind, and hates God and his people (2 Corinthians 4:4; 1 Peter
5:8). Days like this must drive us to remember that we “do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but
against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness,
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places,” (Ephesians 6:12). Though it may only look
like flesh and blood, it is truly a spiritual and demonic attack on Christ and his people.

As Christians, in one sense, we should not be stunned at grave evil, as we have God’s explanation
and word on the matter. The Lord often uses evil like a megaphone, like smelling salt, to awaken men
and women, Christians and unbelievers alike, from their stupor. And yet, it is right to feel the gravity
of man’s depravity and be moved. Evil is real, sin is serious, Satan is ruthless, and fallen man is
totally and utterly fallen. It is the common grace of God that restrains men’s hearts or, lets loose
their reigns, at his will (Genesis 20:6; 1 Samuel 25:34; 2 Thessalonians 2:6-7). Luther said that Satan
is “God’s devil,” and he is. One day, against Satan’s will, he will be utterly crushed under the eternal,
infinite wrath of God in hell, along with all who live as enemies of God (Revelation 19).

And though this world, with devils filled,
Should threaten to undo us,

We will not fear, for God has willed
His truth to trinmph through us.
The prince of darkness grim,

We tremble not for him;

His rage we can endure,

For lo! his doom is sure;

One little word shall fell him.?

! From the hymn God Moves in a Mysterious Way
2 From the hymn .4 Mighty Fortress is our God



3). Weeping, Anger, and Faith:

How do we respond? Emotions are a complex reality, and it is difficult to untangle the complex
feelings we all have. But at the core, I assume you have sorrow and anger. In the life of our Lord, we
see Jesus weep at the effects of death of his friend Lazarus (John 11:35, 38). Weeping is a right
response to tragedy — but we do not weep as the world does (1 Thessalonians 4:13).

Secondly, we see Jesus angered at the ugly effects of sin and death upon a man he would heal (as in
Mark 3:1-6). There is one God, one Lord, one Yahweh — and therefore, the Father is Yahweh, the
Son 1s Yahweh, and the Spirit is Yahweh, yet there is one Yahweh. So, in the Old Testament we
likewise see God’s anger at not merely sin, but even at sinners (Psalm 5, 7, 11). And so, God’s wrath
“rightly”” falls upon his enemies (Romans 2:1-3). It is by God’s grace, that we who once were his
enemies, are now his friends by Christ’s death and resurrection (Romans 5:6-10). God is not made
up of parts, and thus even his justice is an expression of his love. His love is holy, his goodness is
just, his power is perfect, his justice omnipotent, and his holiness omnipresent. God does not merely
hate the sin and love the sinner. God hates and loves sinners, perfectly (Psalm 5 and Romans 5).

As Christians, we are to be “be angry and do not sin,” (Psalm 4:4; Ephesians 4:206). It is just to
oppose injustice, but we must do it justly and righteously. It was God’s justice that he judged the
world by the Flood, Sodom and Gomorrah by fire, or the Egyptians by the Red Sea’s swallowing up
their whole host. God judges and opposes evil because he is only and always, good.

Let us both feel the righteous anger of a father killed, a husband gone, and a Christian brother slain
openly in the public — and yet, let us weep with the Psalmist, “Why, O LORD, do you stand far
away? Why do you hide yourself in times of trouble? (Psalm 10:1; see Psalm 13, 55, 69). It is by faith
that we bring our sorrows to a Lord who has holes in his hand and who raises the dead to life.

Though the wrong seems oft so strong,
God is the ruler yet.”

4). Repent, Lest We Perish:

In Luke 13, Jesus is asked a question to stump him regarding a local tragedy: the tower of Siloam
falling and killing 18 people, or when the wicked Pilate apparently killed innocent Jews and mingled
their blood with some sacrifices in cruel, bloodthirsty mockery (Luke 13:1-2). Jesus responds with,
“Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners...because they suffered in this way?...Or
those 18 on whom the tower of Siloam fell and killed...do you think that they were worse offenders
than all the others who lived in Jerusalem?” (Luke 13:3-4). His stinging rebuke, “No, I tell you; but
unless you repent, you will all likewise perish,” (13:5). There is no sinner, us included, who deserve
one more breath. Life is short, and it is all a gift of grace. Therefore, let us slow down and remember
that all our days are numbered (Psalm 90, Psalm 139). There is a real urgency in life and eternity;
there is a real heaven and hell...it is often death that startles us to remember these things.

Brothers, if you are still in your sins, you must repent and trust in Jesus Christ, the God-man, by
faith alone, lest you likewise perish in your sins and unbelief. For the Christian, we do #of perish
(John 3:16) but walk through death as if through a door. Christ stands to bring us to himself as one
who walked through that dark, fearful valley of death for us, and he will open that door with us. For

3 From the hymn This is My Father's World



the Christian, our day of death is better than our day of birth; it is the funeral of all our sorrows and
sighing. There is no sting in death for the Christian, for the wages of sin have been paid in full.

5). Praying as a Christian:
Do we pray for God’s salvation, or his sword? For justice to fall on those who conducted this
killing, or for their cosmic justice to fall on Christ in their place? Yes.

One of the darker tints in the Psalter is called the ‘imprecatory Psalms.” Meaning, those instances
were authors prayed down God’s curse upon his covenant enemies (for example Psalm 5, 10, 17, 35,
58, 59, 69, 70, 79, 83, 109, 137). We also have Jesus and Paul telling us to love our enemies and to
pray for them (Matthew 5 and Romans 12). So, does the New Testament contradict the Old
Testament? Well, God is the same yesterday and today and forever (Malachi 3:6; Hebrews 13:8). In
fact, Psalm 69 is one of the most cited and quoted Psalms by the New Testament authors, even by
Jesus himself (Matthew 27:34, 48; Mark 15:36; John 2:17, 15:25, 19:28-29; Romans 11:9-10, 15:3).

Who are the enemies of God? While at times it seems it is primarily those of the Democratic Party,
it is anyone who is born spiritually dead in their sins, walking in unbelief, and therefore is under
God’s judgment (John 3:36) — even if they support the 2** Amendment and secure borders. God’s
sovereignty in salvation is the only means by which anyone is ever saved to trust Christ by faith
(John 6:35-47; Ephesians 1:3-14; Romans 9:9-20). It is good news that God can change hearts of
tone to flesh, raise the spiritual dead to life, and open the eyes of the spiritually blind. So, we do pray
for our enemies that God would save them from their sins, change their hearts, and make many
more Sauls into Pauls as a testimony to God’s saving patience in Christ (1 Timothy 1:13-17). And
yet, we do pray also that God would arise and judge the wicked (Romans 12:19). We pray for God
to give up his enemies to justice through the means he has established on earth. Is this not an ache
in your heart from Psalm 94:1-2, “O LORD, God of vengeance, O God of vengeance, shine forth!
Rise up, O judge of the earth; repay to the proud what they deserve!” God always judges justly.

So, friends we pray and trust that the Lord will justly deal with the wicked: either by judging them
for their own sins by death and eternity in hell under his judgment, or that their guilt would be
placed upon the suffering Son of God who died to ransom enemies and sinners (Romans 5:6-10).

Take heart, God’s justice will fall — it is only a matter of time. As Christians we do not lift the sword,
but we lift our voices in prayer. We do not avenge ourselves, but we trust God’s full and complete
justice. As Christians, we pray for “your kingdom come, your will be done” (Matthew 6:10) which is
praying for God to finalize and usher in eternal realities. God’s kingdom saves and judges.

So, pray for God to comfort his wife, Erika Kirk, and their two children. Pray for their organization,
Turing Point. Pray for Utah Valley University students and local churches. Pray for God to unmask
the shooter, those who arranged it, and for law enforcement, judges, authorities (1 Timothy 2:1-2).

Thus, we should and can pray both for our enemy’s salvation, and for their judgment as Jesus and
the Psalter do not contradict one another. Let me encourage you with a helpful way:
- For God’s judgment to fall upon Satan and to route him and his schemes.
- That the Lord’s power would subdue and crush my own sinful, indwelling flesh.
Pray that God would thwart and ruin demonic worldviews, ideologies, and media.
- Lastly, we should pray that God would save or judge his (and thus, our) covenant enemies.



6). Bold Witnesses for Christ:

Charlie Kirk’s life is a testimony of not being ashamed of the gospel (Romans 1:106). If you’re
honest, how many times have you shared the full gospel: God’s holiness, man’s sinfulness, Christ’s
redemption, and saving faith/repentance, with an unbeliever? For most of us, maybe never.
Persecution propels proclamation, just read Acts 3-4. Friends, was Kirk right for his strong and bold
preaching and defending? Who are we to therefore sit idly by? Don’t just wish to be so — go.

Where are the men who will talk to their neighbor? Where are the women who, like Esther, put her
neck on the line —with gospel intentions? The world is full of what the great J.C. Ryle once called
“evanjelly fish,” who are soft, fearful, and floating around in the world.*

The fearful Peter who denied Christ by a little girl outside of Jesus court-case (Luke 22:54-62), was
the bronze-chested proclaimer to the authorities: “We must obey God rather than men,” (Acts 5:29).
What changed Peter was the resurrected, indestructible Son of God. Brothers, if there was ever a
day, it is now. Jesus said do not fear those who can kill the body, fear God who has sovereign,
ultimate authority (Matthew 10:27-28). It’s been said that we are invincible unto our work is done —
may that instill real-time confidence and rest in God’s power. Do you know the gospel well to tell?

If you and I had only a fraction of Charlie Kirk’s boldness, what might the Lord do? If we truly
believed that everyone around us is alive merely by a sliver of God’s sovereign mercy, how would
that change how you view and desire to speak to them? Let none of us wish we hadn’t squandered
our time scrolling and merely wishing — spend your time praying and fishing (cf. Matthew 4:18-22).

1 Thessalonians 2:2—4, “[2] But though we had already suffered and been shamefully treated at
Philippi, as you know, we had boldness in our God to declare to you the gospel of God in the
midst of much conflict. [3] For our appeal does not spring from error or impurity or any attempt
to deceive, [4] but just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel, so we
speak, not to please man, but to please God who tests our hearts.”

7). The Local Church:
Christ has uniquely established one, treasured institution on earth that the gates of hell will never

prevail against— and praise God all authority on heaven and on earth is aimed for and towards the
global good and glory of his church (Matthew 28:18-20; Ephesians 1:22-23).

Church membership is crucial. The local church is essential, it is the one body Christ has laid down
his life for (Ephesians 5:25). Friends, do you forsake the gathering (Hebrews 10:24-25)? The local
church is God’s embassy of heaven on earth, it is his dear bride. If your church attendance has been
sluggish, may this spurn you onto a life-time commitment to pour your life into Christ and his
people in the local assembly. Pray for your brothers. Encourage them in the Lord. Bring them
dinner. Invite them over. Pray for your pastors. Pray for their preaching. Pray for faithfulness.

Commit yourself deeply to Christ through the expression of his body, the church. Friends, it is
better to gather together as a local body of believer than to remain at home — for heaven is the
fullness of an eternal gathering! So, invite your unbelieving friends to hear the gospel.

So, invite those who used to come, to return that God may refresh and renew them. Invite strangers.
Invite college students. Invite someone! What an opportune time to ask your neighbor! This is a

* From J.C. Ryle’s great book Ho/iness.



small way for you to start learning how to be a faithful witness to Christ and his word. With God’s
help, you can open your mouth.

This Sunday’s sermon is over 1 Samuel 24, which is by God’s providence a very relevant and timely
word. I pray it stirs and comforts your hearts. What good news we have, let us unleash it.

Pity the nations, O our God,
Constrain the earth to come;
Send Thy victorions Word abroad,
And bring the strangers home.

We long to see Thy churches full,
That all the chosen race

May, with one voice and heart and soul,
Sing Thy redeening grace.”

I'love you all. And I have, and will be, praying for you. God willing, I’ll see you this Lord’s Day.

May the Lord do what seems good to him (2 Samuel 10:12),

Cale Fauver
Pastor at Southwest Christian Church

> From the hymn How Sweet and Aweful is the Place



