





Concerning the Scriptures

1. We believe the sixty-six books of the Bible to be
the perfect and inerrant Word of God. The Bible is
absolutely true because of its source. God the Holy
Spirit spoke through the authors of the books, thus
the words that are contained within Scripture are the

very words of God.

I Timothy 3:16
All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in

righteousness.

Il Peter 1:19-21

And we have the prophetic word more fully confirmed,
to which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp
shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the
morning star rises in your hearts, knowing this first of all,
that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone’s
own interpretation. For no prophecy was ever produced
by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were

carried along by the Holy Spirit.



2. We believe Scripture, being the Word of God, is
authoritative for mankind in all matters of faith and

life.

Psalm 119

Blessed are those whose way is blameless, who walk in
the law of the LORD! Blessed are those who keep his
testimonies, who seek him with their whole heart, who
also do no wrong, but walk in his ways! You have
commanded your precepts to be kept diligently. Oh that
my ways may be steadfast in keeping your statutes! Then
| shall not be put to shame, having my eyes fixed on all
your commandments. | will praise you with an upright
heart when | learn your righteous rules. | will keep your

statutes; do not utterly forsake me!



3. We believe all miracles in the Bible to be accurate
and true, including creation as the literal six days as

written in Genesis.

Genesis 1-2

1 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the
earth. The earth was without form and void, and
darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit
of God was hovering over the face of the waters. And
God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. And
God saw that the light was good. And God separated
the light from the darkness. God called the light Day,
and the darkness he called Night. And there was
evening and there was morning, the firstday.

And God said, “Let there be an expanse in the midst
of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the
waters.” And God made the expanse and separated
the waters that were under the expanse from the waters
that were above the expanse. And it was so. And God
called the expanse Heaven. And there was evening
and there was morning, the secondday.

And God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be
gathered together into one place, and let the dry land
appear.” And it was so. God called the dry land Earth,

and the waters that were gathered together he



called Seas. And God saw that it was good.

And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants
yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit in which is
their seed, each according to its kind, on the earth.”
And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation,
plants yielding seed according to their own kinds, and
trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each
according to its kind. And God saw that it was good.
And there was evening and there was morning, the
thirdday.

And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of
the heavens to separate the day from the night. And let
them be for signs and for seasons, and for days and
years, and let them be lights in the expanse of the
heavens to give light upon the earth.” And it was so.
And God made the two great lights—the greater light
to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—
and the stars. And God set them in the expanse of the
heavens to give light on the earth, to rule over the day
and over the night, and to separate the light from the
darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there was
evening andthere was morning, the fourth day.

And God said, “Let the waters swarm with swarms of
living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across

the expanse of the heavens.” So God created the great



sea creatures and every living creature that moves,
with which the waters swarm, according to their kinds,
and every winged bird according to its kind. And God
saw that it was good. And God blessed them, saying,
“Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas,
and let birds multiply on the earth.” And there was
evening andthere was morning, the fifthday.

And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living
creatures according to their kinds—livestock and
creeping things and beasts of the earth according to
their kinds.” And it was so. And God made the beasts
of the earth according to their kinds and the livestock
according to their kinds, and everything that creeps on
the ground according to its kind. And God saw that it
was good.

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our
likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the
sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the
livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping
thing that creeps on theearth.”

So God created man in his own image, in the image of
God he created him; male and female he created them.
And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be
fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and

have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds



of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on
the earth.” And God said, “Behold, | have given you
every plant yielding seed that is on the face of all the
earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have
them for food. And to every beast of the earth and to
every bird of the heavens and to everything that creeps
on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, | have
given every green plant for food.” And it was so. And
God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it
was very good. And there was evening and there was

morning, the sixth day.

2 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all
the host of them. And on the seventh day God finished
his work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh
day from all his work that he had done. So God blessed
the seventh day and made it holy, because on it God
rested from all his work that he had done increation.
These are the generations of the heavens and the earth
when they were created, in the day that the LORD God
made the earth and theheavens.

When no bush of the field was yet in the land and no
small plant of the field had yet sprung up—for the LORD
God had not caused it to rain on the land, and there was

no man to work the ground, and a mist was going up



from the land and was watering the whole face of the
ground— then the LORD God formed the man of
dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils
the breath of life, and the man became a living
creature. And the LORD God planted a garden in
Eden, in the east, and there he put the man whom he
had formed. And out of the ground the LORD God
made to spring up every tree that is pleasant to the
sight and good for food. The tree of life was in the
midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of
good andeuvil.

A river flowed out of Eden to water the garden, and
there it divided and became four rivers. The name of the
first is the Pishon. It is the one that flowed around the
whole land of Havilah, where there is gold. And the gold
of that land is good; bdellium and onyx stone are there.
The name of the second river is the Gihon. It is the one
that flowed around the whole land of Cush. And the
name of the third river is the Tigris, which flows east of
Assyria. And the fourth river is theEuphrates.

The LORD God took the man and put him in the
garden of Eden to work it and keep it. And the LORD
God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely
eat of every tree of the garden, but of the tree of the

knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, forin the



day that you eatof it you shall surely die.”

Then the LORD God said, “It is not good that the man
should be alone; | will make him a helper fit for him.”
Now out of the ground the LORD God had formed every
beast of the field and every bird of the heavens and
brought them to the man to see what he would call them.
And whatever the man called every living creature, that
was its name. The man gave names to all livestock and to
the birds of the heavens and to every beast of the field.
But for Adam there was not found a helper fit for him. So
the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man,
and while he slept took one of his ribs and closed up its
place with flesh. And the rib that the LORD God had
taken from the man he made into a woman and brought
her to the man. Then the man said, “This at last is bone of
my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called
Woman, because she was taken out ofMan.”

Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother
and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one
flesh. And the man and his wife were both naked and

were not ashamed.

Psalm 77:14

You are the God who works wonders; you have made

known your might among the peoples.



4. We believe the canon of Scripture is closed;
complete and sufficient. We reject any writings
claiming to be Scripture that are not contained within

the sixty-six books of the Bible.

Deuteronomy 4:2
You shall not add to the word that | command you, nor
take from it, that you may keep the commandments of

the LORD your God that | commandyou.

Deuteronomy 18:20-22

But the prophet who presumes to speak a word in my
name that | have not commanded him to speak, or who
speaks in the name of other gods, that same prophet
shall die.” And if you say in your heart, 'How may we
know the word that the LORD has not spoken?— when a
prophet speaks in the name of the LORD, if the word
does not come to pass or come true, that is a word that
the LORD has not spoken; the prophet has spoken it

presumptuously. You need not be afraid of him.

Revelation 22:18-19

| warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of
this book: if anyone adds to them, God will add to him

the plagues described in this book, and if anyone



takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy,
God will take away his share in the tree of life and in the

holy city, which are described in thisbook.



Concerning God

5. We believe there is only one living and true God.
He is eternal and absolutely perfect and sovereign.

He decrees all things from the foundation of time.

Deuteronomy 6:4
“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.

Psalm 115:3

Our God is in the heavens; he does all that he pleases.

Jeremiah 4:28
“For this the earth shall mourn, and the heavens above
be dark; for | have spoken; | have purposed; | have not

relented, nor will | turnback.”



6. We believe God exists in three persons: Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit. Each of the persons of the Trinity
are unique yet share in being one God (for example,

Jesus died on the cross, not the Father).

Luke 3:21-22

Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus
also had been baptized and was praying, the heavens
were opened, and the Holy Spirit descended on him in
bodily form, like a dove; and a voice came from heaven,

“You are my beloved Son; with you | am well pleased.

Matthew 28:19

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

John 14:26
But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send
in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your

remembrance all that | have said to you.



7. We believe God is a jealous God and is to be
worshipped. There are no true gods or religions
outside of Him. We reject any movement or religion
that promotes a way to God outside of the way He

has revealed in Scripture.

Exodus 20:4-6

“You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any
likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in
the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth.
You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for | the
LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of
the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth
generation of those who hate me, but showing steadfast
love to thousands of those who love me and keep my

commandments.

Deuteronomy 5:8-10

“You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any
likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on
the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth.
You shall not bow down to them or serve them:; for | the
LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of
the fathers on the children to the third and fourth

generation of those who hate me, but showing steadfast



love to thousands of those who love me and keep my

commandments..."



8. We believe God is eternal and transcendent. He is
the Creator and not created. He has no beginning or

end.

Genesis 1:1

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the
earth.

Deuteronomy 33:27
The eternal God is your dwelling place, and underneath
are the everlasting arms. And he thrust out the enemy

before you and said, ‘Destroy.’

Psalm 90:2
Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you
had formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to

everlasting you are God.

John 1:1-2
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with

God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning
with God.



9. We believe God, as Creator, has authority over all
things, physical and spiritual, including man, Satan,

and his demons.

Job 1-2

1 There was a man in the land of Uz whose name was
Job, and that man was blameless and upright, one who
feared God and turned away from evil. There were born
to him seven sons and three daughters. He possessed
7,000 sheep, 3,000 camels, 500 yoke of oxen, and 500
female donkeys, and very many servants, so that this man
was the greatest of all the people of the east. His sons
used to go and hold a feast in the house of each one on
his day, and they would send and invite their three sisters
to eat and drink with them. And when the days of the
feast had run their course, Job would send and
consecrate them, and he would rise early in the morning
and offer burnt offerings according to the number of
them all. For Job said, “It may be that my children have
sinned, and cursed God in their hearts.” Thus Job did
continually.

Now there was a day when the sons of God came to
present themselves before the LORD, and Satan also
came among them. The LORD said to Satan, “From

where have you come?” Satan answered the LORD and



said, “"From going to and fro on the earth, and from
walking up and down on it.” And the LORD said to Satan,
“Have you considered my servant Job, that there is none
like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, who
fears God and turns away from evil?” Then Satan
answered the LORD and said, “Does Job fear God for no
reason? Have you not put a hedge around him and his
house and all that he has, on every side? You have
blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions have
increased in the land. But stretch out your hand and
touch all that he has, and he will curse you to your face.”
And the LORD said to Satan, “Behold, all that he has is in
your hand. Only against him do not stretch out your
hand.” So Satan went out from the presence of the LORD.
Now there was a day when his sons and daughters were
eating and drinking wine in their oldest brother’s house,
and there came a messenger to Job and said, “The oxen
were plowing and the donkeys feeding beside them,
and the Sabeans fell upon them and took them and
struck down the servants with the edge of the sword, and
| alone have escaped to tell you.” While he was yet
speaking, there came another and said, "The fire of God
fell from heaven and burned up the sheep and the
servants and consumed them, and | alone have escaped

to tell you.” While he was yet speaking, there came



another and said, “The Chaldeans formed three groups
and made a raid on the camels and took them and struck
down the servants with the edge of the sword, and |
alone have escaped to tell you.” While he was yet
speaking, there came another and said, “Your sons and
daughters were eating and drinking wine in their oldest
brother’'s house, and behold, a great wind came across
the wilderness and struck the four corners of the house,
and it fell upon the young people, and they are dead,
and | alone have escaped to tell you.”

Then Job arose and tore his robe and shaved his head
and fell on the ground and worshiped. And he said,
“Naked | came from my mother's womb, and naked shall
| return. The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away;
blessed be the name of the LORD.”

In all this Job did not sin or charge God withwrong.

2 Again there was a day when the sons of God came
to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan
also came among them to present himself before the
LORD. And the LORD said to Satan, “From where have
you come?” Satan answered the LORD and said, “From
going to and fro on the earth, and from walking up and
down on it.” And the LORD said to Satan, “Have you

considered my servant Job, that there is none like him



onthe earth, a blameless and upright man, who fears
God and turns away from evil? He still holds fast his
integrity, although you incited me against him to destroy
him without reason.” Then Satan answered the LORD
and said, “Skin for skin! All that a man has he will give for
his life. But stretch out your hand and touch his bone and
his flesh, and he will curse you to your face.” And the
LORD said to Satan, “Behold, he is in your hand; only
spare hislife.”

So Satan went out from the presence of the LORD and
struck Job with loathsome sores from the sole of his
foot to the crown of his head. And he took a piece of
broken pottery with which to scrape himself while he
sat in the ashes.

Then his wife said to him, “Do you still hold fast your
integrity? Curse God and die.” But he said to her, “You
speak as one of the foolish women would speak. Shall
we receive good from God, and shall we not receive
evil?” In all this Job did not sin with his lips.

Now when Job's three friends heard of all this evil that
had come upon him, they came each from his own place,
Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar the
Naamathite. They made an appointment together to
come to show him sympathy and comfort him. And when

they saw him from a distance, they did not recognize



him. And they raised their voices and wept, and they tore
their robes and sprinkled dust on their heads toward
heaven. And they sat with him on the ground seven days
and seven nights, and no one spoke a word to him, for

they saw that his suffering was very great.

Psalm 8:6
You have given him dominion over the works of your

hands; you have put all things under his feet.

Matthew 28:18
And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in

heaven and on earth has been given tome.”

Luke 10:17
The seventy-two returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even

the demons are subject to us in yourname!”

Colossians 1:16-17

For by him all things were created, in heaven and on
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or
dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were
created through him and for him. And he is before all
things, and in him all things hold together.



God the Father

10. We believe God the Father works according to
His own good and perfect purposes. He has decreed
for all things to happen for His glory. His Fatherhood

is seen in His role within the Trinity and mankind.

Isaiah 42:8
| am the LORD; that is my name my glory | give to no

other, nor my praise to carvedidols.

| Corinthians 8:6

...yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are
all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus
Christ, through whom are all things and through whom

we exist.



11. We believe God the Father is Creator of all
mankind, but the spiritual Father only to believers.
He saves only those who come to Him through Jesus
Christ.

Romans 8:14-17

For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.
For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back
into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as
sons, by whom we cry, “Abbal Father!” The Spirit himself
bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God,
and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs
with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we

may also be glorified with him.

Romans 8:28-29

And we know that for those who love God all things
work together for good, for those who are called
according to his purpose. For those whom he
foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the
image of his Son, in order that he might be the

firstborn among many brothers.



Ephesians 1:13-14

In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the
gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were
sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the
guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession

of it, to the praise of his glory.



12. We believe the Father is sovereign in creation,
providence, and redemption. We reject any form of
open-theism which proposes that God is powerless
or unknowing regarding the future, man, the human

will, and creation.

Genesis 1-2

1 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the
earth. The earth was without form and void, and
darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit
of God was hovering over the face of the waters. And
God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. And
God saw that the light was good. And God separated
the light from the darkness. God called the light Day,
and the darkness he called Night. And there was
evening and there was morning, the firstday.

And God said, “Let there be an expanse in the midst
of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the
waters.” And God made the expanse and separated
the waters that were under the expanse from the waters
that were above the expanse. And it was so. And God
called the expanse Heaven. And there was evening
and there was morning, the secondday.

And God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be

gathered together into one place, and let the dry land



appear.” And it was so. God called the dry land Earth,
and the waters that were gathered together he called
Seas. And God saw that it was good.

And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants
yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit in which is
their seed, each according to its kind, on the earth.”
And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation,
plants yielding seed according to their own kinds, and
trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each
according to its kind. And God saw that it was good.
And there was evening and there was morning, the
thirdday.

And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of
the heavens to separate the day from the night. And let
them be for signs and for seasons, and for days and
years, and let them be lights in the expanse of the
heavens to give light upon the earth.” And it was so.
And God made the two great lights—the greater light
to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—
and the stars. And God set them in the expanse of the
heavens to give light on the earth, to rule over the day
and over the night, and to separate the light from the
darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there was
evening andthere was morning, the fourth day.

And God said, “Let the waters swarm with swarms of



living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth
across the expanse of the heavens.” So God created the
great sea creatures and every living creature that moves,
with which the waters swarm, according to their kinds,
and every winged bird according to its kind. And God
saw that it was good. And God blessed them, saying, “Be
fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let
birds multiply on the earth.” And there was evening and
there was morning, the fifth day.

And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living
creatures according to their kinds—livestock and
creeping things and beasts of the earth according to
their kinds.” And it was so. And God made the beasts
of the earth according to their kinds and the livestock
according to their kinds, and everything that creeps on
the ground according to its kind. And God saw that it
was good.

Then God said, “"Let us make man in our image, after our
likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the
sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the
livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping
thing that creeps on theearth.”

So God created man in his own image, in the image of
God he created him; male and female he created
them. And God blessed them. And God said to them,



“Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue
it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over
the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that
moves on the earth.” And God said, “Behold, | have
given you every plant yielding seed that is on the face of
all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall
have them for food. And to every beast of the earth and
to every bird of the heavens and to everything that
creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of
life, | have given every green plant for food.” And it was
so. And God saw everything that he had made, and
behold, it was very good. And there was evening and

there was morning, the sixth day.

2 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all
the host of them. And on the seventh day God finished
his work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh
day from all his work that he had done. So God blessed
the seventh day and made it holy, because on it God
rested from all his work that he had done increation.
These are the generations of the heavens and the earth
when they were created, in the day that the LORD God
made the earth and theheavens.

When no bush of the field was yet in the land and no
small plant of the field had yet sprung up-—for the



LORD God had not caused it to rain on the land, and
there was no man to work the ground, and a mist was
going up from the land and was watering the whole face
ofthe ground— then the LORD God formed the man of
dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils
the breath of life, and the man became a living
creature. And the LORD God planted a garden in
Eden, in the east, and there he put the man whom he
had formed. And out of the ground the LORD God
made to spring up every tree that is pleasant to the
sight and good for food. The tree of life was in the
midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of
good andeuvil.

A river flowed out of Eden to water the garden, and
there it divided and became four rivers. The name of the
first is the Pishon. It is the one that flowed around the
whole land of Havilah, where there is gold. And the gold
of that land is good; bdellium and onyx stone are there.
The name of the second river is the Gihon. It is the one
that flowed around the whole land of Cush. And the
name of the third river is the Tigris, which flows east of
Assyria. And the fourth river is the Euphrates.

The LORD God took the man and put him in the
garden of Eden to work it and keep it. And the LORD

God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely



eat of every tree of the garden, but of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the
day that you eat of it you shall surely die. "Then the
LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be
alone; | will make him a helper fit for him.” Now out of
the ground the LORD God had formed every beast of
the field and every bird of the heavens and brought them
to the man to see what he would call them. And
whatever the man called every living creature, that was
its name. The man gave names to all livestock and to the
birds of the heavens and to every beast of the field. But
for Adam there was not found a helper fit for him. So the
LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man,
and while he slept took one of his ribs and closed up its
place with flesh. And the rib that the LORD God had
taken from the man he made into a woman and brought
her to the man. Then the man said, “This at last is bone of
my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called
Woman, because she was taken out ofMan.”

Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother
and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one
flesh. And the man and his wife were both naked and

were not ashamed.



Genesis 50:20

As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it
for good, to bring it about that many people should be
kept alive, as they aretoday.

Psalm 115:3

QOur God is in the heavens;

he does all that he pleases.

John 10:29
My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than
all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the

Father's hand.

Titus 1:1-2

Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ,
for the sake of the faith of God's elect and their
knowledge of the truth, which accords with godliness,
in hope of eternal life, which God, who never lies,

promised before the ages began.



God the Son

13. We believe Jesus is God the Son. Jesus, like the
Father, is eternal. We reject any teaching that claims
Jesus was created by the Father in the same way

angels and man were created.

John 1:1-4

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning
with God. All things were made through him, and
without him was not any thing made that was made. In
him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not

overcomeit.

Colossians 2:9

For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily.



14. We believe Jesus is the Promised Messiah, sent
from the Father, to redeem God's people. Jesus is the
co-creator of all things. Jesus is the second member

of the Trinity, fully man and fully God.

Matthew 1:21
She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for

he will save his people from theirsins.”

John 6:38-40

For | have come down from heaven, not to do my own
will but the will of him who sent me. And this is the will of
him who sent me, that | should lose nothing of all that he
has given me, but raise it up on the last day. For this is
the will of my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son
and believes in him should have eternal life, and | will

raise him up on the lastday.”

Colossians 1:15-19

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all
creation. For by him all things were created, in heaven
and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or
dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were

created through him and for him. And he is before all



things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the
head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the
firstoorn from the dead, that in everything he might be
preeminent. For in him all the fullness of God was

pleased to dwell.



15. We believe Jesus was conceived by the Holy
Spirit and born of the virgin Mary as recorded in

Scripture. He lived a perfect and sinless life.

Matthew 1:18-25
Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way.
When his mother Mary had been betrothed to
Joseph, before they came together she was found to
be with child from the Holy Spirit. And her husband
Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to
shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he
considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of
David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that
which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She
will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he
will save his people from their sins.” All this took place
to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:
“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a
son, and they shall call his namelmmanuel”
(which means, God with us). When Joseph woke from
sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded
him: he took his wife, but knew her not until she had

given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus.



Luke 2

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus
that all the world should be registered. This was the first
registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And
all went to be registered, each to his own town. And
Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of
Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called
Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of
David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who
was with child. And while they were there, the time came
for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn
son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him
in a manger, because there was no place for them in the
inn.

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the
field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And an
angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the
Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great
fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, |
bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the
people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David
a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for
you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths
and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the

angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God



and saying, "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace among those with whom he is pleased!”

When the angels went away from them into heaven,
the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to
Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened,
which the Lord has made known to us.” And they went
with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby
lying in a manger. And when they saw it, they made
known the saying that had been told them concerning
this child. And all who heard it wondered at what the
shepherds told them. But Mary treasured up all these
things, pondering them in her heart. And the
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all
they had heard and seen, as it had been toldthem.
And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised,
he was called Jesus, the name given by the angel before
he was conceived in thewomb.

And when the time came for their purification according
to the Law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem
to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the Law of
the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be
called holy to the Lord”) and to offer a sacrifice
according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of
turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” Now there was a

man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this



man was righteous and devout, waiting for the
consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him.
And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that
he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s
Christ. And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and
when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for
him according to the custom of the Law, he took him
up in his arms and blessed God and said, “Lord, now
you are letting your servant depart in peace,
according to your word; for my eyes have seen your
salvation that you have prepared in the presence of all
peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for
gloryto your people Israel.”

And his father and his mother marveled at what was
said about him. And Simeon blessed them and said to
Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for
the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is
opposed (and a sword will pierce through your own
soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be
revealed.”

And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of
Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in
years, having lived with her husband seven years from
when she was a virgin, and then as a widow until she was

eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple,



worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. And
coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to
God and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the
redemption of Jerusalem.

And when they had performed everything according
to the Law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to
their own town of Nazareth. And the child grew and
became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of
God was upon him.

Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the
Feast of the Passover. And when he was twelve years old,
they went up according to custom. And when the feast
was ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed
behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, but
supposing him to be in the group they went a day's
journey, but then they began to search for him among
their relatives and acquaintances, and when they did not
find him, they returned to Jerusalem, searching for him.
After three days they found him in the temple, sitting
among the teachers, listening to them and asking them
questions. And all who heard him were amazed at his
understanding and his answers. And when his parents
saw him, they were astonished. And his mother said to
him, “Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your

father and | have been searching for you in great



distress. “And he said to them, “Why were you looking
for me? Did you not know that | must be in my Father’s
house?” And they did not understand the saying that he
spoke to them. And he went down with them and came
to Nazareth and was submissive to them. And his mother
treasured up all these things in her heart.

And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in

favor with God and man.



16. We believe after three years of earthly ministry in
teaching, preaching, and healing, Jesus was then
crucified on a cross. His death on the cross to save a
people was part of God’'s sovereign plan from before

the foundation of time.

Acts 4:24-30
And when they heard it, they lifted their voices together
to God and said, “Sovereign Lord, who made the heaven
and the earth and the sea and everything in them, who
through the mouth of our father David, your servant, said
by the Holy Spirit,

“Why did the Gentiles

rage, and the peoples plot

invain?

The kings of the earth set themselves,

and the rulers were gathered

together,

against the Lord and against his Anointed’ —
for truly in this city there were gathered together
against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed,
both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles
and the peoples ofIsrael, to do whatever your hand and
your plan had predestined to take place. And now,

Lord, look upon their threats and grant to your



servants to continue to speak your word with all
boldness, while you stretch out your hand to heal, and
signs and wonders are performed through the name of

your holy servantJesus.”

Revelation 13:8

...and all who dwell on earth will worship it, everyone
whose name has not been written before the
foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb

who was slain.



17. We believe Jesus, in the flesh, was physically
raised from the dead after spending three days in the
grave, thus demonstrating the Father's acceptance of
Christ's death. We reject any teaching that denies

Jesus’ death on the cross or His physical resurrection.

| Corinthians 15:3-7

For | delivered to you as of first importance what | also
received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with
the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on
the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, and that
he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he
appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one
time, most of whom are still alive, though some have
fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James, then o all the

apostles.



18. We believe the death of Christ satisfied the
requirements of wrath against God’'s people, thus
bringing reconciliation between God and His people.
There is no other means to receive salvation apart

from Christ.

John 10:1-10

“Truly, truly, | say to you, he who does not enter the
sheepfold by the door but climbs in by another way, that
man is a thief and a robber. But he who enters by the
door is the shepherd of the sheep. To him the
gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he
calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When
he has brought out all his own, he goes before them, and
the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. A stranger
they will not follow, but they will flee from him, for they
do not know the voice of strangers.” This figure of
speech Jesus used with them, but they did not
understand what he was saying to them.

So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, | say to you, lam
the door of the sheep. All who came before me are
thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to
them. | am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be

saved and will go in and out and find pasture. The



thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. | came that

they may have life and have itabundantly.

John 10:24-30

So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, “How
long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ,
tell us plainly.” Jesus answered them, “| told you, and you
do not believe. The works that | do in my Father’'s name
bear witness about me, but you do not believe because
you are not among my sheep. My sheep hear my voice,
and | know them, and they follow me. | give them eternal
life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch
them out of my hand. My Father, 'who has given them to
me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them

out of the Father's hand. | and the Father areone.”

John 14:6
Jesus said to him, “l am the way, and the truth, and the

life. No one comes to the Father except through me.

| Corinthians 15:3-7

For | delivered to you as of first importance what | also
received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with
the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on

the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, and that



he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he
appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one
time, most of whom are still alive, though some have
fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to all the

apostles.

Romans 5:6-10

For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ
died for the ungodly. For one will scarcely die for a
righteous person—though perhaps for a good person
one would dare even to die—but God shows his love
for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for
us. Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his
blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the
wrath of God. For if while we were enemies we were
reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much

more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by
his life.



God the Holy Spirit

19. We believe the Holy Spirit, like God the Father and
God the Son, is eternal. The Holy Spirit is the third
member of the Trinity and shares in the divine
excellencies of the Godhead. Like the Father and the
Son, the Holy Spirit had part in creation.

Genesis 1:1

Inthe beginning, God created the heavens and the earth

Deuteronomy 6:4

"Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is
one...”



20. We believe the Holy Spirit is sent to God’s people
from the Father and the Son. The Holy Spirit converts
and regenerates the heart of the sinner. He also gives
understanding of spiritual things, which includes the

Lordship of Jesus Christ.

Ezekiel 37:13-14

And you shall know that | am the LORD, when | open
your graves, and raise you from your graves, O my
people. And | will put my Spirit within you, and you shall
live, and! will place you in your own land. Then you shall
know that| am the LORD; | have spoken, and | will do it,
declares the LORD.”

John 14:26
But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send
in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your

remembrance all that | have said to you.

| Corinthians 2:14

The natural person does not accept the things of the
Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able
to understand them because they are spiritually

discerned.



21. We believe the Holy Spirit is instrumental in
salvation causing a person to be born again. He is
also the seal and guarantee of salvation indwelling

every believer.

John 15:26
“But when the Helper comes, whom | will send to you
from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from

the Father, he will bear witness aboutme...”

Il Corinthians 5:5
He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who

has given us the Spirit as a guarantee.

Ephesians 1:13- 14

In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the
gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were
sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the
guarantee of our ‘inheritance until we acquire possession

of it, to the praise of his glory.



22. We believe the Holy Spirit functions as the
builder of the Body of Christ by convicting sinners of
sin, righteousness, and judgment, then

transforming believers into the image of Christ.

Ezekiel 37:13-14

And you shall know that | am the LORD, when | open
your graves, and raise you from your graves, O my
people. And | will put my Spirit within you, and you shall
live, and! will place you in your own land. Then you shall
know that| am the LORD; | have spoken, and | will do it,
declares the LORD.”

John 16:8
And when he comes, he will convict the world

concerning sin and righteousness and judgment:

Romans 8:29
For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to
be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he

might be the firstborn among many brothers.



23. We believe the Holy Spirit is the one who spoke
through the prophets and the authors of the Bible. He
spoke through them to assure what is written in

Scripture is not the words of men, but of God.

Il Peter 1:20-21

...knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture
comes from someone’s own interpretation. For no
prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men
spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy
Spirit.



24. We believe the Holy Spirit grants believers gifts
in different and unique ways for the purpose of
redeeming the lost and edifying the Church;

however, not all believers are granted the same gifts.

| Corinthians 12

Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers, | do not want
you to be uninformed. You know that when you were
pagans you were led astray to mute idols, however you
were led. Therefore | want you to understand that no one
speaking in the Spirit of God ever says “Jesus is
accursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except in
the Holy Spirit.

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and
there are varieties of service, but the same Lord; and
there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God
who empowers them all in everyone. To each is given the
manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. For to
one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom,
and to another the utterance of knowledge according to
the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to
another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to another the
working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the
ability to distinguish between spirits, to another various

kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of



tongues. All these are empowered by one and the
same Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as
he wills. For just as the body is one and has many
members, and all the members of the body, though
many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in one
Spirit we were all baptized into one body-Jews or
Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink of
one Spirit.

For the body does not consist of one member but of
many. If the foot should say, “Because | am not a hand, |
do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any
less a part of the body. And if the ear should say,
“Because | am not an eye, | do not belong to the body,”
that would not make it any less a part of the body. If the
whole body were an eye, where would be the sense of
hearing? If the whole body were an ear, where would be
the sense of smell? But as it is, God arranged the
members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. If
all were a single member, where would the body be? As
itis, there are many parts, yet onebody.

The eye cannot say to the hand, “l have no need of you,”
nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of
you.” On the contrary, the parts of the body that seem
to be weaker are indispensable, and on those parts of

the body that we think less honorable we bestow the



greater honor, and our unpresentable parts are
treated with greater modesty, which our more
presentable parts do not require. But God has so
composed the body, giving greater honor to the part
thatlacked it, that there may be no division in the body,
but that the members may have the same care for one
another. If one member suffers, all suffer together; if
one member is honored, all rejoice together.

Now you are the body of Christ and individually
members of it. And God has appointed in the church first
apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles,
then gifts of healing, helping, administrating, and
various kinds of tongues. Are all apostles? Are all
prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? Do all
possess gifts of healing? Do all speak with tongues? Do
all interpret? But earnestly desire the higher gifts. And |

will show you a still more excellent way.



25. We believe the Holy Spirit equips believers to
pray to God the Father as He intercedes on their
behalf.

Romans 8:26-27

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do
not know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit
himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for
words. And he who searches hearts knows what is the
mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit fintercedes for the

saints according to the will ofGod.



Concerning Man

26. We believe from conception man and woman
were created by God, in the image of God, and

originally free from sin.

Genesis 1:26-27
Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our
likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the
sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the
livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping
thing that creeps on theearth.”

So God created manin his own

image, in the image of God he

created him; male and female he

created them.



27. We believe that Adam acted on the behalf of
himself and all mankind. All people are born into sin
with a corrupt nature from Adam and all people

deserve death and God’s wrath.

Genesis 8:21

And when the LORD smelled the pleasing aroma, the
LORD said in his heart, “I will never again curse the
ground because of man, for the intention of man’s heart
is evil from his youth. Neither will | ever again strike down

every living creature as | havedone.

Romans 3:23-25

...for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put
forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by
faith. This was to show God'’s righteousness, because in

his divine forbearance he had passed over formersins.

Romans 5:12-21

Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one
man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all
men because all sinned—for sin indeed was in the world

before the law was given, but sin is not counted



where there is no law. Yet death reigned from Adam to
Moses, even over those whose sinning was not like
the transgression of Adam, who was a type of the one
who was to come.

But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died
through one man'’s trespass, much more have the grace
of God and the free gift by the grace of that one man
Jesus Christ abounded for many. And the free gift is not
like the result of that one man’s sin. For the judgment
following one trespass brought condemnation, but the
free gift following many trespasses brought justification.
For if, because of one man’s trespass, death reigned
through that one man, much more will those who receive
the abundance of grace and the free gift of
righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus
Christ.

Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all
men, so one act of righteousness leads to justification
and life for all men. For as by the one man’s
disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the
one man's obedience the many will be made righteous.
Now the law came in to increase the trespass, but where
sin increased, grace abounded all the more, so that, as

sin reigned in death, grace also might reign through



righteousness leading to eternal life through Jesus Christ

ourlLord.

Romans 6:23
For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is

eternal life in Christ Jesus ourlLord.



28. We believe all mankind is hopelessly lost and in

need of the Savior, Christ Jesus.

Psalm 51:5
Behold, | was brought forth in iniquity,

and in sin did my mother conceive me.

Romans 3:10-18

...as it is written:

“None is righteous, no, not one;

no one understands;

no one seeks for God.

All have turned aside; together they have become
worthless;

no one does good,

not even one.”

“Their throat is an open grave;

they use their tongues to deceive.”

“The venom of asps is under their lips.”

“Their feet are swift to shed blood;

in their paths are ruin and misery,

and the way of peace they have not known.’

“There is no fear of God before their eyes.”



Ephesians 2:1-3

And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which
you once walked, following the course of this world,
following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit
that is now at work in the sons of disobedience—
among whom we all once lived in the passions of our
flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the
mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest

ofmankind.

Colossians 1:21
And you, who once were alienated and hostile in

mind, doing evil deeds...



29. We believe marriage is a God ordained union

between one man and one woman.

Genesis 1:27-28

So God created man in his own image,

in the image of God he created him;

male and female he created them.
And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be
fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it,
and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the
birds of the heavens and over every living thing that

moves on the earth.”

Genesis 2:24
Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother

and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one
flesh.

Mark 10:6-9

But from the beginning of creation, ‘God made them
male and female.” 'Therefore a man shall leave his father
and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall
become one flesh.” So they are no longer two but one
flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let not

man separate.”



Ephesians 5:22-33

Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. For
the husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is the
head of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior.
Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives
should submit in everything to theirhusbands.

Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church
and gave himself up for her, that he might sanctify her,
having cleansed her by the washing of water with the
word, so that he might present the church to himself in
splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that
she might be holy and without blemish. In the same way
husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. He
who loves his wife loves himself. For no one ever hated
his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as
Christ does the church, because we are members of his
body. “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother
and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one
flesh.” This mystery is profound, and | am saying that it
refers to Christ and the church. However, let each one of
you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see that she

respects her husband.



| Timothy 3:2
Therefore an overseer must be above reproach, the
husband of one wife, sober-minded, self-controlled,

respectable, hospitable, able to teach,

| Timothy 3:12
Let deacons each be d9the husband of one wife,
managing their children and their own households

well.

Titus 1:6
...if anyone is above reproach, the husband of one wife,
and his children are believers and not open to the

charge of debauchery or insubordination.



30. We believe because all mankind is created in the
image of God, human life from conception, is sacred,

to be valued, and protected.

Psalm 139:13-16
For you formed my inward parts;
you knitted me together in my mother’'s womb.
| praise you, for | am fearfully and wonderfully
made. Wonderful are yourworks;
my soul knows it verywell.
My frame was not hidden from you,
when | was being made insecret,
intricately woven in ‘the depths of the
earth. Your eyes saw my unformed
substance;
in your book were written, every one of
them, the days that were formed forme,

when as yet there was none of them.

Jeremiah 1:5
“Before | formed you in the womb | knew you,
and before you were born | consecrated you;

| appointed you a prophet to the nations.”



Luke 1:41
And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the
baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled

with the Holy Spirit...



Concerning Salvation

31. We believe salvation is by Christ alone, not a

result of man’s works.

Philippians 1:6
And | am sure of this, that he who began a good work in

you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.

Philippians 2:12-13

Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so
now, not only as in my presence but much more in my
absence, work out your own salvation with fear and
trembling, for it is God who works in you, both to will and

to work for his good pleasure.

Ephesians 2:8-9
For by grace you have been saved through faith. And
this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a

result of works, so that no one mayboast.

Titus 3:4-7
But when the goodness and loving kindness of God

our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of works



done by us in righteousness, but according to his own
mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of
the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly through
Jesus Christ our Savior, so that /being justified by his
grace we might become heirs according to the hope of

eternal life.



32. We believe Christians are reconciled to God
through the one-time offering of Christ and thus have

been adopted as sons of God.

Romans 8:15-17

For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back
into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as
sons, by whom we cry, “Abbal Father!” The Spirit himself
bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God,
and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs
with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we

may also be glorified with him.

Galatians 4:5-7

...to redeem those who were under the law, so that we
might receive adoption as sons. And because you are
sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts,
crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a slave, but

a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.

Ephesians 1:5
...he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons
through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his

will. ..



Hebrews 10:2-4

Otherwise, would they not have ceased to be offered,
since the worshipers, having once been cleansed, would
no longer have any consciousness of sins? But in these
sacrifices there is a reminder of sins every year. For it is
impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away

sins.

Hebrews 10:14
For by a single offering he has perfected for all time

those who are being sanctified.

| Peter 3:18

For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for
the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being
put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit...



33. We believe the believer has no righteousness of
his own, but requires the perfect righteousness of

Christ to be imputed on his behalf.

Isaiah 64:6
We have all become like one who is unclean,
and all our righteous deeds are like a
polluted garment.
We all fade like aleaf,

and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.

Matthew 3:15
But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is
fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he

consented.

Romans 5:19
For as by the one man'’s disobedience the many were
made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the

many will be maderighteous.

Il Corinthians 5:21
For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so

that in him we might become the righteousness of God.



Galatians 3:13

Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by
becoming a curse for us—for it is written, “Cursed is

everyone who is hanged on a tree” -

Philippians 3:8-9

Indeed, | count everything as loss because of the
surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For
his sake | have suffered the loss of all things and count
them as rubbish, in order that | may gain Christ and be
found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that
comes from the law, but that which comes through faith

in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on
faith—



34. We believe those who have been redeemed by

Christ are guaranteed eternal life.

John 3:16
“For so loved the world, that he gave his only Son,
that whoever believes in him should not perish but

have eternal life...

John 5:24
Truly, truly, | say to you, whoever hears my word and
believes him who sent me has eternal life. He does not

come into judgment, but has passed from death to life.

John 10:28-29

| give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no
one will snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has
given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able

to snatch them out of the Father'shand.

Romans 8:38-39

For | am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor
rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor
powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God

in Christ Jesus our Lord.



Ephesians 1:13-14

In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the
gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were
sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is guarantee of
our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the

praise of his glory.



Concerning The Church

35. We believe the Church is made up of all born
again believers in Christ who have been redeemed by
His blood. God’s Church includes people from every
nation, tribe, people, and language throughout

history.

Genesis 12:1-3

Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country
and your kindred and your father's house to the land that
| will show you. And | will make of you a great nation, and
| will bless you and make your name great, so that you
will be a blessing. | will bless those who bless you, and
him who dishonors you | will curse, and in you all the

families ofthe earth shall be blessed.”

John 3:3
Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, | say to you, unless one

is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.”



| Corinthians 12:12

For just as the body is one and has many members, and
all the members of the body, though many, are one body,
so it is with Christ.

Revelation 7:9-10

After this | looked, and behold, a great multitude that no
one could number, from every nation, from all tribes and
peoples and languages, standing before the throne and
before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm
branches in their hands, and crying out with a loud voice,
“Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne,

and to the Lamb!”



36. We believe Christ is the head of the church, which
is His body.

Ephesians 1:22-23
And he put all things under his feet and gave him as
head over all things to the church, which is his body, the

fullness of him who fills all in all.

Ephesians 4:15-16

Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in
every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from
whom the whole body, joined and held together by
every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is
working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds

itself up in love.

Ephesians 5:27
...so that he might present the church to himself in
splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that

she might be holy and withoutblemish.

Colossians 1:18
And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything

he might be preeminent.



37. We believe the Church is holy, set apart by God to
be salt and light in a lost and dying world.

Matthew 5:13-16

“You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste,
how shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good
for anything except to be thrown out and trampled
under people’s feet.

“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill
cannot be hidden.

Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket,
but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the
same way, let your light shine before others, so that they
may see your good works and give glory to your Father

who is in heaven.

Colossians 3:12-13

Put on then, as God’'s chosen ones, holy and beloved,
compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and
patience, bearing with one another and, if one has a
complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the

Lord has forgiven you, so you also mustforgive.



| Peter 2:9

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation, a people for his own possession, that you may
proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of

darkness into his marvelous light.



38. We believe the mission of the Church is to preach
the gospel and make disciples of all people groups

throughout the world.

Matthew 28:18-20

And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in
heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe all that | have commanded
you. And behold, | am with you always, to the end of the

n

age.

Acts 1:8

"...But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has
come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end

of the earth.”

Romans 10:14-15

How then will they call on him in whom they have not
believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom
they have never heard? And how are they to hear
without someone preaching? And how are they to

preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “"How



beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good

news!”

Il Timothy 4:1-2

| charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus,
who is to judge the living and the dead, and by his
appearing and his kingdom: preach the word; be ready
in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and

exhort, with complete patience and teaching.



39. We believe the Church exists to encourage
believers and show the love of Christ to one another.
Christians are encouraged by the affirmation of God's

truths to each other through study and teaching.

John 13:34-35

A new commandment | give to you, that you love one
another: just as | have loved you, you also are to love one
another. By this all people will know that you are my

disciples, if you have love for one another.”

Acts 2:42-47

And they devoted themselves to the apostles’
teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread
and the prayers. And awe came upon every soul, and
many wonders and signs were being done through the
apostles. And all who believed were together and had
all things in common. And they were selling their
possessions and belongings and distributing the
proceeds to all, as any had need. And day by day,
attending the temple together and breaking bread in
their homes, they received their food with glad and
generous hearts, praising God and having favor with
all the people. And the Lord added to their number
day by day those who were being saved.



Romans 15:7
Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed

you, for the glory of God.

| Thessalonians 5:11
Therefore encourage one another and build one

another up, just as you are doing.

| John 4:7-8

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God,
and whoever loves has been born of God and knows
God. Anyone who does not love does not know God,

because God islove.



40. We believe the mission of the local church is to
edify the saints by supporting each other spiritually,

emotionally, and financially.

Acts 4:32-37

Now the full number of those who believed were of one
heart and soul, and no one said that any of the things
that belonged to him was his own, but they had
everything in common. And with great power the
apostles were giving their testimony to the resurrection
of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all.
There was not a needy person among them, for as many
as were owners of lands or houses sold them and
brought the proceeds of what was sold and laid it at the
apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had
need. Thus Joseph, who was also called by the apostles
Barnabas (which means son of encouragement), a
Levite, a native of Cyprus, sold a field that belonged to
him and brought the money and laid it at the apostles’

feet.

Il Corinthians 8:1-5
We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God
that has been given among the churches of Macedonia,

for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy



and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of
generosity on their part. For they gave according to their
means, as | can testify, and beyond their means, of their
own accord, begging us earnestly for the favor of taking
part in the relief of the saints—and this, not as we
expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and

then by the will of God tous.



41. We believe the Church is to reflect the love of
Christ to all people.

Matthew 18:21-35

Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often
will my brother sin against me, and | forgive him? As
many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “l do not say to
you seven times, but seventy-seventimes.

"Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to
a king who wished to settle accounts with his servants.
When he began to settle, one was brought to him who
owed him ten thousand talents. And since he could not
pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and
children and all that he had, and payment to be made.
So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have
patience with me, and | will pay you everything.” And out
of pity for him, the master of that servant released him
and forgave him the debt. But when that same servant
went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed
him a hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to
choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.” So his fellow
servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience
with me, and | will pay you.” He refused and went and put
him in prison until he should pay the debt. When his

fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were



greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their
master all that had taken place. Then his master
summoned him and said to him, You wicked servant! |
forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me.
And should not you have had mercy on your fellow
servant, as | had mercy on you? And in anger his master
delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his
debt. So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of

you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.”

Luke 10:25-37

And behold, a lawyer stood up to put him to the test,
saying, “Teacher, what shall | do to inherit eternal life?”
He said to him, “"What is written in the Law? How do you
read it?” And he answered, “You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all
your strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor
as yourself.” And he said to him, “You have answered
correctly; do this, and you willlive.”

But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And
who is my neighbor?” Jesus replied, "A man was
going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell
among robbers, who stripped him and beat him and
departed, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a

priest was going down that road, and when he saw



him he passed by on the other side. So likewise a
Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed
by on the other side. But a Samaritan, as he journeyed,
came to where he was, and when he saw him, he had
compassion. He went to him and bound up his wounds,
pouring on oil and wine. Then he set him on his own
animal and brought him to an inn and took care of him.
And the next day he took out two denarii and gave them
to the innkeeper, saying, Take care of him, and whatever
more you spend, | will repay you when | come back.’
Which of these three, do you think, proved to be a
neighbor to the man who fell among the robbers?” He
said, “The one who showed him mercy.” And Jesus said

to him, “You go, and do likewise.”

Galatians 6:10
So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to

everyone, and especially to those who are of the
household of faith.

Ephesians 5:1- 2
And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up

for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice toGod.



42. We believe the local church is to be governed by
a plurality of elders. Elders are to be men who fulfill
the qualifications as outlined within Scripture,
oversee the spiritual condition of the congregation,

and teach sound doctrine.

Acts 14:23
And when they had appointed elders for them in
every church, with prayer and fasting they committed

them to the Lord in whom they had believed.

| Timothy 3:1-7

The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of
overseer, he desires a noble task. Therefore an overseer
must be above reproach, the husband of one wife,
sober- minded, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable,
able to teach, not a drunkard, not violent but gentle, not
quarrelsome, not a lover of money. He must manage his
own household well, with all dignity keeping his children
submissive, for if someone does not know how to
manage his own household, how will he care for God's
church? He must not be a recent convert, or he may
become puffed up with conceit and fall into the
condemnation of the devil. Moreover, he must be well
thought of by outsiders, so that he may not fall into

disgrace, into a snare of the devil.



Titus 1:5-9

This is why | left you in Crete, so that you might put what
remained into order, and appoint elders in every town as
| directed you—if anyone is above reproach, the husband
of one wife, and his children are believers and not open
to the charge of debauchery or insubordination. For an
overseer, as God's steward, must be above reproach. He
must not be arrogant or quick-tempered or a drunkard
or violent or greedy for gain, but hospitable, a lover of
good, self-controlled, upright, holy, and disciplined. He
must hold firm to the trustworthy word as taught, so that
he may be able to give instruction in sound doctrine and

also to rebuke those who contradictit.

Hebrews 13:17

Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are
keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have to
give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with

groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you.

| Peter 5:1-5

So | exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a
witness of the sufferings of Christ, as well as a partaker in
the glory that is going to be revealed: shepherd the flock
of God that is among you, exercising oversight, not

under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have



you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly; not
domineering over those in your charge, but being
examples to the flock. And when the chief Shepherd
appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.
Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the elders.
Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one
another, for “"God opposes the proud but gives grace

to thehumble.”



Concerning Christians

43. We believe all Christians are a part of the global
Church and are to be engaged in fellowship with a
local church for the purpose of further maturity,
service, and accountability to the elders of a

congregation.

Romans 12:3-8

For by the grace given to me | say to everyone among
you not to think of himself more highly than he ought to
think, but to think with sober judgment, each according
to the measure of faith that God has assigned. For as in
one body we have many members, and the members do
not all have the same function, so we, though many, are
one body in Christ, and individually members one of
another. Having gifts that differ according to the grace
given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to
our faith; if service, in our serving; the one who teaches,
in his teaching; the one who exhorts, in his exhortation;
the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who
leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with

cheerfulness.



Ephesians 4:11-16

And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists,
the shepherds and teachers, to equip the saints for the
work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until
we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to
the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, so
that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by
the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine,
by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes.
Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in
every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from
whom the whole body, joined and held together by
every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is
working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds

itself up inlove.

Hebrews 10:24- 25

And let us consider how to stir up one another to love
and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as
is the habit of some, but encouraging one another,

and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.



Hebrews 13:17
Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are

keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have to

give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with

groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you.

| Peter 5:1-5

So | exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a
witness of the sufferings of Christ, as well as a partaker in
the glory that is going to be revealed: shepherd the flock
of God that is among you, exercising oversight, not
under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you;
not for shameful gain, but eagerly; not domineering over
those in your charge, but being examples to the flock.
And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive
the unfading crown of glory. Likewise, you who are
younger, be subject to the elders. Clothe yourselves, all
of you, with humility toward one another, for "God

opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.”



44. We believe a Christian is a person who has heard
the gospel, believes it to be true, repents of their sin,
and is born again by the Holy Spirit. The believer
becomes a new creation, putting aside the old self,
and desiring to please God through worship and

obedience.

Mark 1:15
“...and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom

of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”

John 3:3
Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, | say to you, unless one

is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

John 3:16
"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only
Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish

but have eternal life...”

Romans 6:17-19

But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves
of sin have become obedient from the heart to the
standard of teaching to which you were committed,

and, having been set free from sin, have become



slaves of righteousness. | am speaking in human terms,
because of your natural limitations. For just as you once
presented your members as slaves to impurity and to
lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now present
your members as slaves to righteousness leading to

sanctification.

Romans 10:8-17

But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your
mouth and inyour heart”(thatis, the word of faith that we
proclaim); because, if you confess with your mouth
that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God
raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For with
the heart one believes and is justified, and with the
mouth one confesses and is saved. For the Scripture
says, "Everyone who believes in him will not be put to
shame.” For there is no distinction between Jew and
Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his
riches on all who call on him. For “everyone who calls
on the name of the Lord will be saved.”

How then will they call on him in whom they have not
believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom
they have never heard? And how are they to hear
without someone preaching? And how are they to

preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “"How



beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good
news!” But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For
Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what he has heard
from us?” So faith comes from hearing, and hearing

through the word of Christ.

Il Corinthians 5:17
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The

old has passed away; behold, the new hascome.

Ephesians 4:22-24

...to put off your old self, which belongs to your former
manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful desires,
and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, and to put
on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true

righteousness and holiness.



45. We believe Christians are to bear fruit as
evidence of their conversion which includes

repentance, loving others, and praising God.

| John 4:7-8

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God,
and whoever loves has been born of God and knows
God. Anyone who does not love does not know God,

because God islove.

| John 5:1-2

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been
born of God, and everyone who loves the Father loves
whoever has been born of him. By this we know that we
love the children of God, when we love God and obey

his commandments.



46. We believe Christians are to participate in the
ordinances of baptism by immersion and the Lord’s

Supper.

Acts 2:38-47

And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of
the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you and for your
children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the
Lord our God calls to himself.” And with many other
words he bore witness and continued to exhort them,
saying, “Save yourselves from this crooked
generation.” So those who received his word were
baptized, and there were added that day about three
thousand souls.

And they devoted themselves to the apostles’
teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread
and the prayers. And awe came upon every soul, and
many wonders and signs were being done through the
apostles. And all who believed were together and had
all things in common. And they were selling their
possessions and belongings and distributing the
proceeds to all, as any had need. And day by day,
attending the temple together and breaking bread in



their homes, they received their food with glad and
generous hearts, praising God and having favor with
all the people. And the Lord added to their number
day by day those who were being saved.

| Corinthians 11:23-30

For | received from the Lord what | also delivered to you,
that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed
took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it
and said, “This is my body, which is for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.” In the same way also he took the
cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant
in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat this bread
and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he
comes.

Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup
of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty
concerning the body and blood of the Lord. Let a
person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread
and drink of the cup. For anyone who eats and drinks
without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment
on himself. That is why many of you are weak and ill,

and some have died.



47. We believe that though one is justified by Christ's
work on the cross, the process of sanctification and

maturity continue during the believer's life on earth.

Philippians 1:6
And | am sure of this, that he who began a good work in

you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.



Concerning The Future

48. We believe that Jesus Christ will come again to

this earth visibly and physically in great power and
glory.

Matthew 24:30

Then will appear in heaven the sign of the Son of Man,
and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they
will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven

with power and greatglory.

Il Thessalonians 1:7-10

...and to grant relief to you who are afflicted as well as to
us, when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his
mighty angels in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on
those who do not know God and on those who do not
obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will suffer the
punishment of eternal destruction, away from the
presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might,
when he comes on that day to be glorified in his saints,
and to be marveled at among all who have believed,

because our testimony to you was believed.



Revelation 19:11-21

Then | saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse!
The one sitting on it is called Faithful and True, and in
righteousness he judges and makes war. His eyes are like
a flame of fire, and on his head are many diadems, and
he has a name written that no one knows but himself. He
is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the name by
which he is called is The Word of God. And the armies of
heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and pure, were
following him on white horses. From his mouth comes a
sharp sword with which to strike down the nations, and
he will rule them with a rod of iron. He will tread the
winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty.
On his robe and on his thigh he has a name written, King
of kings and Lord oflords.

Then | saw an angel standing in the sun, and with a loud
voice he called to all the birds that fly directly overhead,
"“Come, gather for the great supper of God, to eat the
flesh of kings, the flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty
men, the flesh of horses and their riders, and the flesh of
all men, both free and slave, both small and great.” And |
saw the beast and the kings of the earth with their armies
gathered to make war against him who was sitting on the
horse and against his army. And the beast was captured,

and with it the false prophet who in its presence had



done the signs by which he deceived those who had
received the mark of the beast and those who
worshiped itsimage. These two were thrown alive into
the lake of fire that burns with sulfur. And the rest were
slain by the sword that came from the mouth of him
who was sitting on the horse, and all the birds were

gorged with their flesh.



49. We believe in the resurrection of the dead and
the universal judgment for all, both the living and the
dead. Believers will be found righteous in Christ,

while unbelievers will be condemned for their sins.

John 5:27

And he has given him authority to execute judgment,

because he is the Son ofMan.

Hebrews 9:27

And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and

after that comes judgment...

| Peter 4:5

...but they will give account to him who is ready to

judge the living and thedead.

Il Peter 3:7
But by the same word the heavens and earth that now
exist are stored up for fire, being kept until the day of

judgment and destruction of the ungodly.

Revelation 20:11-15
Then | saw a great white throne and him who was seated

on it. From his presence earth and sky fled away, and no



place was found for them. And | saw the dead, great and
small, standing before the throne, and books were
opened. Then another book was opened, which is the
book of life. And the dead were judged by what was
written in the books, according to what they had done.
And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and
Hades gave up the dead who were in them, and they
were judged, each one of them, according to what they
had done. Then Death and Hades were thrown into the
lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. And
if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of

life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.



50. We believe Christians will receive new and
glorified bodies for all eternity in Heaven. In Heaven,
Christians receive eternal joy in the physical presence
of God.

John 6:40
For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks
on the Son and believes in him should have eternal life,

and | will raise him up on the last day.”

| Corinthians 15:35-57

But someone will ask, "How are the dead raised? With
what kind of body do they come?” You foolish person!
What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. And
what you sow is not the body that is to be, but a bare
kernel, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. But
God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind
of seed its own body. For not all flesh is the same, but
there is one kind for humans, another for animals,
another for birds, and another for fish. There are
heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, but the glory of the
heavenly is of one kind, and the glory of the earthly is of
another. There is one glory of the sun, and another glory
of the moon, and another glory of the stars; for star differs

from star in glory. So is it with the resurrection of the



dead. What is sown is perishable; what is raised is
imperishable. It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory.
It is sown in weakness; it is raised in power. It is sown a
natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a
natural body, there is also a spiritual body. Thus it is
written, “The first man Adam became a living being”; the
last Adam became a life- giving spirit. But it is not the
spiritual that is first but the natural, and then the spiritual.
The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the
second man is from heaven. As was the man of dust, so
also are those who are of the dust, and as is the man of
heaven, so also are those who are of heaven. Just as we
have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also
bear the image of the man of heaven.

| tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit
the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the
imperishable. Behold! | tell you a mystery. We shall not
all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet
will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and
we shall be changed. For this perishable body must put
on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on
immortality. When the perishable puts on the
imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, then

shall come to pass the saying that is written:



“Death is swallowed up in victory.”

"O death, where is your

victory? O death, where is

your sting?”
The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.
But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through

our Lord Jesus Christ.

| John 3:2

Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will
be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he
appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him

as heis.

Revelation 21:3-4

And | heard a loud voice from the throne saying,
“Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will
dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God
himself will be with them as their God. He will wipe away
every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more,
neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain

anymore, for the former things have passed away.”



51. We believe Hell is a just wage earned for a
person’s sin. Hell is where the unbeliever, Satan and
his demons receive conscious torment for eternity

after the final judgment.

Matthew 25:41
"“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me,
you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil

and his angels...”

Romans 6:23
For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is

eternal life in Christ Jesus ourlord.

Revelation 14:11

“...And the smoke of their torment goes up forever and
ever, and they have no rest, day or night, these
worshipers of the beast and its image, and whoever

receives the mark of itsname.”

Revelation 20:10

...and the devil who had deceived them was thrown
into the lake of fire and sulfur where the beast and the
false prophet were, and they will be tormented day

and night forever and ever.



52. We believe the present heavens and earth will be
destroyed and God will create a new heaven and a

new earth.

Isaiah 65:17

“For behold, | create new heavens
and a new earth,

andthe formerthingsshall notbe

remembered or come intomind...”

Il Thessalonians 1:9
They will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction,
away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory

of his might...

Il Peter 3:10

But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then
the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the
heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and
the earth and the works that are done on it will be

exposed.

Revelation 21:1-8
Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first

heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea



was no more. And | saw the holy city, new
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And |
heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the
dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with
them, and they will be his people, and God himself will
be with them as their God. He will wipe away every tear
from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall
there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the
former things have passed away.”

And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, | am
making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this down,
for these words are trustworthy and true.” And he said to
me, “lIt is done! | am the Alpha and the Omega, the
beginning and the end. To the thirsty | will give from the
spring of the water of life without payment. The one who
conquers will have this heritage, and | will be his God
and he will be my son. But as for the cowardly, the
faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the sexually
immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion
will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is

thesecond death.”



